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1) DEPT. AGREES THAT IN THE PROCESS OE IMPROVING U.S.- 
CUBAN RELATIONS, GCOB INTERESTS SHOULD BE KEPT IN MIND 
AND THAT GCOB BE KEPT INEORMED TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE. IN 
THIS REGARD, DEPARTMENT WILL OEFER TO PROVIDE BRIEFING TO 
AMBASSADOR JOHNSON AT DEPARTMENT WITHIN THE NEXT LEW DAYS 
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ON THE SUBSTANCE OE U.S.-CUBA GIFA AND THE PROVISIONAL 
MARITIME BOUNDARY AGREEMENT. GCOB OEEICIALS IN NASSAU MAY BE 
BRIEFED ON INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS TELEGRAM. 

2) NEITHER U.S.-CUBA AGREEMENT PREJUDICES GCOB POSITIONS 
VIS-A-VIS CUBA. MARITIME BOUNDARY LINE TREATS THE ISLANDS 
IN THE CAY SAL AREA AS SUBJECT TO GCOB SOVEREIGNTY. THE 
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STARTING POINT OF THE U.S.-CUBA BOUNDARY BEGINS AT THE TRI- 
JUNCTION POINT BETWEEN U.S., CUBAN AND BAHAMIAN TERRITORY. 
THIS IS THE SAME POINT NOTED IN PARA. 1 OP REPTEL. THE 
TRIJUNCTION POINT IS 40.36 NAUTICAL MILES FROM THE NEAREST 
U.S., CUBAN AND BAHAMIAN BASEPOINTS: U.S., PELICAN SHOAL 
24 30'06"N 81 37'55"W: BAHAMAS, DOUBLE SHOT KEYS, 23 54' 

40"N, 80 29'27''W; CUBA, CAYO BLANCO LOW-TIDE ELEVATION, 

23 17'38"N, 8L 00'44"W. 

3) U.S.-CUBA MARITIME BOUNDARY AGREEMENT IS A MODUS 
VIVENDI POR 1977. IN ESSENCE, THE BOUNDARY IS BASICALLY 
HALE WAY BETWEEN THE U.S. AND CUBA; POR PART OP THE DIS- 
TANCE, IT IS PRECISELY EQUIDISTANT, AND IN OTHER AREAS, 

THE LINE IS BASED ON EQUITABLE PRINCIPLES, BEING STRAIGHT 
LINE MODIPICATIONS OF EQUIDISTANCE POR THE CONVENIENCE 
OP ENPORCEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION. 

4) AGREEMENT ON THIS LINE IS POR 1977 ONLY BECAUSE OP LACK 
OP TECHNICAL DATA ON PRECISE LOCATION OP CUBAN BASEPOINTS 
IN SOME AREAS, AND THE DIPFICULTIES ENCOUNTERED IN TRYING 
TO COORDINATE THE U.S. AND CUBAN CHARTS. PYI: IN ADDITION, 
CUBA'S STRAIGHT BASELINES DO NOT IN SOME INSTANCES, IN 

U.S. VIEW, ACCORD WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW. THE PROVISIONAL 
BOUNDARY DOES NOT UTILIZE THESE STRAIGHT BASELINES. END 
PYI. THE U.S. AND CUBA WILL RETURN TO BOUNDARY NEGOTIA- 
TIONS LATER THIS YEAR IN ORDER TO DEVELOP AN AGREEMENT OP 
MORE PERMANENT NATURE. 

5) WITH REGARD TO U.S.-CUBAN GIPA, IT IS STANDARD PISHERY 
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AGREEMENT UNDER THE PROVISIONS OP THE U.S. PISHERY CON- 
SERVATION AND MANAGEMENT ACT. IT DOES NOT GUARANTEE CUBA 
ANY FISHERY WITHIN THE U.S. ZONE, BUT MERELY DETAILS THE 
PRINCIPLES UNDER WHICH CUBAN PISHING, IP ANY, MUST BE 
CONDUCTED AND PROVIDES THE OPPORTUNITY FOR CUBA TO APPLY 
FOR A PORTION OF ANY FISHERY WHERE THERE EXISTS A SURPLUS 
TO U.S. HARVESTING CAPACITY. THAT AGREEMENT IS SUBJECT 
TO CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT BEFORE IT MAY BE BROUGHT INTO 
PORCE POR THE UNITED STATES. 

6) DEPT. WOULD APPRECIATE FURTHER CLARIPICATION REGARDING 
WHETHER UNDER NEW LEGISLATION, GCOB REGARDS SPINY LOBSTER 
AS BEING SUBJECT TO PRINCIPLE OP PULL UTILIZATION, OR 
WHETHER EVEN UNDER NEW LEGISLATION, IT WILL BE TREATED 

AS A RESOURCE OP THE CONTINENTAL SHELF NOT SUBJECT TO 
PULL UTILIZATION. CHRISTOPHER 
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